A Bit of History ... by Mari de Wit
This month's spotlight is on G.A. Hermann Kellner who served as our second local ROSA president in 1916. Throughout
his life the microscope was always his favorite optical instrument. His interests were not confined to his professional
work. He was very fond of music and art. Watch making was also a favorite hobby, and he had an extensive collection of
watches and chronometers that date back to the early history of the art.
Did you know... Dr. Kellner was the ﬁrst appointed editor for JOSA. Originally trained and practicing in Germany, Kellner
was meticulous in his efforts to establish and maintain the highest scientiﬁc standards for the journal. Individuals
familiar with his efforts reported that many submissions were bottlenecked on his desk while others were rejected as
substandard. He and Nutting agreed to set the tone in the ﬁrst issue as one of highest possible technical quality and
original work only. The result was a thin but ﬁrst-rate journal.
BIOGRAPHY:








Dr. Hermann Kellner was born July 20, 1873. He studied at the Universities of Berlin and Jena, receiving the doctorate (PhD)
from the latter in 1899. He spent several years in the optical industries in Germany.
Sometime between 1900 and 1905 Spencer Lens Co. obtained two Germans, one of whom was Dr. Hermann Kellner, an
optical designer and controller of optical quality. Dr. Kellner was a man of excitable and nervous temperament. It is difficult
to determine just what contributions Dr. Kellner made to the optical design of microscope objectives while at Spencer. It is
certain, however, that he did not produce any first rate apochromatic objectives.
Because of ill health Dr. Kellner returned to Germany in 1905, but returned later to America and became Director of the
Scientific Bureau of the Bausch and Lomb Optical Co. There he worked mainly on the microscope and ﬁre-control
instruments and later on projection systems.
Dr. Kellner was a charter member of the Optical Society of America and the ﬁrst editor of its journal (from 1917 to 1919).
He remained at B&L until his death on January 18, 1926.

Example of Personal Correspondence: Dr. Kellner wrote to Spencer
Lens Co. from Berlin as follows:
Spencer Lens Company, Buffalo, New York
Gentlemen:
I am in receipt of your letters from May 26 th and June 23rd and beg your
pardon for not answering sooner, but I had a bad nervous collapse of the
good old Buffalo style and was utterly unable to write a decent letter.
... testing and judging the quality of objectives, for one of course can only
show faults in bad objectives and they are only to be seen and to be had in
the factory by watching the manufacturing of the lenses.
Funny enough I had two offers, since I am here in Germany, to go to
foreign countries again. But I love Berlin too much and then matters in my
family have turned so unfortunately (in financial respect) that I cannot
afford to leave here unless I am offered a very high compensation.
I am, of course, glad to give you that other 4 mm apochromatic formula “528” as you call it. The objective was made by me simply as
a study, not as an object for the manufacturing. The focal distance is 4.12 mm instead of 4.00 mm; therefore, the lens gives less
magnification. Concerning the glass No. 112 I will write you tomorrow. This letter has to go as to catch tomorrow’s boat.
With kind regards to you all,
1905 July 10
H. Kellner
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